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Introduction  

 

This systematic review aims to provide valuable insights for 
policymakers, educators, and researchers working in the 

region. It emphasizes the importance of considering 
regional contexts and local factors when planning and 
implementing internationalization strategies in higher 

education while acknowledging the potential limitations in 
data availability and generalizability of findings to other 

MENA countries. 

 



(Knight, 2004, p. 11) 
 

“The process of integrating an international, 
intercultural or global dimension into the 

purpose, functions or delivery of post-secondary 
education”. 

Internationalization of Education 

“Second World War & end of the Cold War” (De Wit 2001, p.xi) 

 
Internationalization is as a transformation from a national to an 

international institution ( Luis et al., 2023) 



Research Questions  

Question 1 

What are the positive 

and negative 

outcomes of 

internationalization 

on the quality of 

education in MENA 

countries? 

Question 2 

What are the key 

trends and patterns 

in the 

internationalization 

of education in 

MENA countries? 

Question 3 

How have these 

trends and patterns 

evolved over time? 



MENA Region 
Middle East and North Africa 
The Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) region includes 
approximately 21 countries, 
according to the World Bank 
(2020). 

UNICEF groups 20 countries as 
MENA: includes 20 
countries/territories: Algeria, 
Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iran, 
Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Libya, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, 
United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 



Why Algeria and Iraq? 

Algeria is located in North Africa with historical 
ties to France, while Iraq is in Western Asia with 
historical influences from the Ottoman Empire 
and the West.  

These countries have received less individual 
attention within the MENA context regarding 
internationalization.  



Methodology 02 



Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

“Systematic literature review is 

a type of review that collects 

multiple research studies and 

summarizes them  to answer a 

research question using rigorous 

methods” (Gough, Oliver, and 

Thomas, 2017: 5). 

 

The Preferred Reporting Items 

for Systematic Reviews and 

Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) 

statement, commonly referred to 

as PRISMA 2009, was 

introduced in 2009 to enhance 

the transparency and quality of 

systematic reviews and meta-

analyses (Panić et al., 2013). 

 

Analysis 
Despite being red, 

Mars is a cold place 

Comparison 
Saturn is a gas giant 
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Results 

Neptune 
It’s the farthest 
planet from the 
Sun 

Mercury 
It’s the closest 
planet to the Sun 

Key trends and patterns in the 
internationalization of education in 
MENA countries: 
 Establishment of Quality Assurance 

Mechanisms: Significant trend towards 
establishing QAAs in MENA countries since 
early 2000s. 

 Regional Collaboration and Networking: 
Increased engagement in regional 
collaboration and networking efforts to 
enhance education quality. 

 Enrollment Numbers and International 
Student Mobility: Egypt and Nigeria have 
the largest higher education systems in 
Africa, with millions of students enrolled. 
The MENA region is witnessing high 
outbound international student mobility. 

32% 

32% 



Key trends and patterns in 
the internationalization of 
education in MENA countries 

 UAE  hosts  over  40  international  branch  
campuses,  which  represents  almost  
one-quarter  of  all international branch 
campuses worldwide (Becker, 2015). The 
University of Wollongong (Australia) was 
the first foreign university to be 
accredited by the UAE Ministry of Higher 
Education and has operated in Dubai since 
1993. It offers undergraduate as well as 
graduate programs (MBA and PhD). 

 Population Characteristics: The MENA 
region comprises 54 African countries and 
14 Middle Eastern countries with a 
combined population of 1.4 billion. 

Venus 
Venus has a beautiful name and 

is the second planet from the 
Sun. It’s hot and has a poisonous 

atmosphere 



Key trends and patterns in the 
internationalization of education 
in MENA countries 

 Global Competitiveness Index: The text 
highlights the natural ranking of global 
competitiveness in 2019, where the UAE 
emerges as the leading Arab country with 
an index of 75.0. 

 Contribution of Universities to Research: 
Universities play a significant role in 
research and development globally. 

 Distribution of Research Funding: In the 
Arab region, research is predominantly 
funded by the government sector (70%). 

 Expenditure on R&D: The Arab world has 
generally failed to allocate 1% of their GDP 
spending to R&D, as recommended by the 
United Nations Conference in 1979. 

 h-index: Tunisia ranks first among Arab 
countries in the h-index. 



Key trends and patterns in the 
internationalization of education in MENA 
countries 
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Shift towards STEM 
subjects (science, 

technology, engineering, 
and mathematics) 

Promotion of interactive 
approaches and 
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Increasing collaboration 
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business 
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Negative outcomes of 
internationalization on the quality 
of education in MENA countries: 

Levels 

Government 

Institutional 

Classroom 

Test 2 

Metrics 1 

Metrics 2 

Metrics 3 

Test 3 

Metrics 1 

Metrics 2 

Metrics 3 



Negative outcomes of internationalization on the 

quality of education in MENA countries: 
 The Arab Gulf countries “have been the 

largest recipients of transnational 
higher education globally, whilst 
Australia, the UK, and USA have been 
the largest providers” (Wilkins, 2011, p. 
73) Transnational  education  is  
transferred  through  three  different  
forms:  distance  education,  branch 
campus, and partner-supported 
delivery in joint venture. 

  According to Wilkins (Wilkins, 2011), 
the Arab Gulf countries “have been the 
largest recipients of transnational 
higher education globally, whilst 
Australia, the UK, and USA have been 
the largest providers” (Wilkins, 2011, p. 
73) 



Negative outcomes of 
internationalization on the quality 
of education in MENA countries: 

 Addressing skills gap in higher education: Despite 
progress in promoting innovation and 
entrepreneurship, there remains a significant skills 
gap facing NA universities. 

 Challenges in accreditation and recognition: The 
excerpt highlights the challenges facing Arab 
countries regarding the accreditation and recognition 
of e-learning credentials and certificates. 

 Integration of student perspectives: The excerpt also 
highlights the importance of integrating student 
perspectives in assessing e-learning quality. 

 Focus on Information Technology: Information 
technology plays a crucial role in reshaping education 
in the MENA region. 

 Government Investment in Research and 
Development: Political upheavals in 2011 spurred 
increased R&D funding in countries like Algeria, 
Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia, and Egypt. 

Discussion 1 
Mercury is the closest planet 
to the Sun and the smallest 
one in the Solar System—it’s 
a bit larger than the Moon 

Discussion 2 
Venus has a beautiful name 
and is the second planet from 
the Sun. It’s terribly hot—
even hotter than Mercury 

1 

2 



Positive outcomes of 
internationalization on the 

quality of education in MENA 
countries 

 The 1998 UNESCO strategy of 
internationalization of education, which 
is viewed as the only pathway to 
enhance education, scientific research, 
and innovation, seeks to adopt 
international standards in all related 
education academic activities such as 
teaching, improving academic program 
curricula, student and faculty 
exchange,  polarization  of  field  
experts,  acquiring  soft  
communication  skills,  and  seeking  
international cooperation and 
partnership in research, 
education, and training 
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Table 01: Arab region countries with quality assurance agencies 

No. Country 

Has Quality 

Assurance 

Agency 

Agency Name 

1 Kingdom of Bahrain ✓ Education and Training Quality Authority 

2 Kingdom of Saudi Arabia ✓ 
National Commission for Academic Assessment 

and Accreditation 

3 Qatar ✓ Council for Higher Education 

4 Sultanate of Oman ✓ Oman Academic Accreditation Authority 

5 Kuwait ✓ 
National Bureau for Academic Accreditation and 

Education Quality Assurance 

6 United Arab of Emirates ✓ The Commission for Academic Accreditation 

7 Yemen ✓ 
Yemeni Council for Accreditation and Quality 

Assurance 

8 Libya ✓ 
Center for Quality Assurance and Accreditation 

of Higher Education Institutions 

9 Lebanon ✓ Center of Quality Assurance 

10 Sudan ✓ 
Evaluation and Accreditation Commission 

(EVAC) 

11 Egypt ✓ 
National Authority for Quality Assurance and 

Accreditation of Education 

12 Tunisia ✓ 

Tunisian Agency for Evaluation and 

Accreditation in Higher Education and Scientific 

Research 

13 Syria ✓ 
National Commission for Quality and 

Accreditation in Higher Education 

14 Jordan ✓ 
Accreditation Authority for Jordanian Higher 

Education organizations 

15 Palestine ✓ Accreditation and quality assurance commission 

16 Iraq ✓ 
The Iraqi Association for Accreditation and 

Development of Educational Programs 

17 People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria ✓ 
Quality Assurance Commission for Higher 

Education (CIAQES) 

18 Republic of Djibouti x - 

19 Union of the Comoros x - 

20 Kingdom of Morocco ✓ 

National Agency for Evaluation and Quality 

AssuranceHigher Education and Scientific 

Research 

21 Islamic Republic of Mauritania ✓ 
The Mauritanian authority for Quality Assurance 

in Higher Education (AMAQ-ES) 

22 Republic of Somalia x - 

 



Positive outcomes of internationalization on 
the quality of education in MENA countries: 

Jupiter 
Jupiter is the biggest 
planet of them all 

Mercury 
It’s the smallest planet in 
the Solar System 

Venus 

Saturn 

 Promotion of innovation and 
entrepreneurship: There is a growing 
emphasis on promoting innovation and 
entrepreneurship within North African (NA) 
countries, particularly through the support 
of startups in various sectors such as 
financial technology, artificial intelligence, 
and e-commerce. Governments in the 
region, including those of Algeria and 
Egypt, actively encourage the 
development of technological ecosystems 
to support innovation. 

 Investment in research and development: 
Morocco and Egypt are highlighted as 
leaders in research and innovation within 
the MENA region, with Morocco having the 
highest GDP expenditure for research and 
innovation and Egypt ranking second in 
terms of the share of MENA startup 
launches.  



 Number of Researchers: The UAE leads in the 

number of researchers per million people. 

 Publication Output: Egypt leads in the number 

of published articles in peer-reviewed journals. 

 Global Directory of Publishers: Despite the 

presence of numerous publishing houses in 

Arab countries, the Global Directory of 

Publishers lists only a limited number. 

 Arcif Report 2020: The report utilized data 

from 681 Arabic peer-reviewed journals. 

 Countries Represented: The distribution of 

journals from 18 Arab countries shows Algeria 

having the highest number of journals. 

 Citation Ranking: The top ten cited journals 

include publications from Jordan. 

Positive outcomes of 
internationalization on the quality of 
education in MENA countries 



Conclusion 

04 
The internationalization of education in 
MENA countries offers opportunities to 
enhance various aspects of society, from 
health and labor participation to cultural 
exchange and economic growth. 
Addressing challenges related to education 
quality, gender equality, and distance 
learning will be crucial in realizing the full 
potential of internationalizing education in 
the MENA region. 
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