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Background:
What is Social Aesthetics?

Study of how aesthetic experiences are shaped by social 
contexts, relationships, and everyday life. It emphasizes 
that aesthetics is not just about isolated artworks or 
individual taste, but about how people collectively create, 
perceive, and live with aesthetic values in society 
(Berleant, 2023).



RESEARCH COMPONENT
Two investigations support the project:

Adult Learners’ experiences in social dance. 
Exploratory study with 45 participants in 
Hungary(Salmorbekova, 2026)

Social Aesthetic Perception Scale in the International 
domain (ongoing PhD study)



SURVEY
Learning Outcomes Agreement
Improved understanding and responsiveness in 
class 71%

Comfortable communicating and collaborating 69%
Increased social confidence through partnering 78%
Stronger sense of belonging 82%
Openness to learning from diverse people 82%
Dance supports personal and social transformation 84%



• N = 782 PARTICIPANTS: NOVEMBER, 
2025–ONGOING

• SAMPLE: SELF-SELECTED, 
NON-REPRESENTATIVE, AND 
INTERNATIONAL

• VARIABLES: PROFESSIONALS AND 
NON-PROFESSIONALS 

• DEMOGRAPHICS: DANCE EXPERIENCE OF 
3 MONTHS - 60+ YEARS

SOCIAL AESTHETIC 
PERCEPTION SCALE



RESULTS

NON-PROFESSIONAL DANCERS 

PROFESSIONAL DANCERS 



WHAT IS THIS PROJECT?
This project is a community-based, non-formal adult 
learning initiative that uses inclusive social dance pedagogy 
to cultivate social aesthetic perception among adult learners.

It integrates:
• Dance pedagogy
• Social aesthetics
• Adult education
• Community education



Target group
• Adult learners with no professional dance education
• Adults experiencing social isolation 
• Single parents
• Low-income adults
• Young adults in transition
• Older adults
• Different cultural backgrounds

Principle: Mixed social groups to avoid stigmatization



Pedagogy not therapy: 
transformation without pathologizing participants.

• Educational & community-based
• Non-clinical, non-diagnostic
• Focus on learning & participation
• Facilitated by trained educators
• Agency, dignity, and empowerment 

         over vulnerability

Pedagogical positioning



Project goal





CLASS WORK

over 90 participants
• since March, 2026
• age range: 20-60
• international
• venue: Civic House in Pecs



Institutional value

• Accessible high-impact social 
intervention

• Aligns with adult education, culture, 
inclusion, and wellbeing agendas



 prospectives: 
UNIVERSITY

A guarantor of quality and sustainability through:
• LLL Research Center (PTE) on arts-based 

community education & ALE/Social Aesthetics in 
dance education for adults

• Pedagogical design and instructor training
• Student involvement and community engagement
• Evaluation, dissemination, and long-term 

development





THANK YOU
SALMORBEKOVA.AIDAI@PTE.HU
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